


1. COMMUNICATION BEFORE LANUGAUGE 
DEVELOPMENT .

 Crying 

 Cooing & babbling 

 Gestures

 Emotional expressions



 Crying is the most frequent 
used pre-speech form 
during the early months of 
life.

 The act of crying has been 
defined as "a complex 
sensory motor phenomenon 
characterized by the 
shedding of tears from the 
lacrimal apparatus.

 The child cries during the 
first two weeks without any 
particular cause.

 Hunger is one of the most 
common causes of crying.



 The baby before he is three months old, will learn that
crying is a sure method of gaining attention.

 Crying for long periods has a bad effect on child’s
digestion.

 By the end of babyhood, no more activity occurs with
crying.

 Young children who have learned crying is the trusted
method of getting attention will not give unless they find a
substitute method.

 Learning opportunities, abilities and motivation can help
the child to develop adequate vocabulary to express himself
so that crying as a form of communication comes to an
end.



. It is a form of exercise of 
the vocal mechanism or a 
preliminary control.
It encourages the desire to 
communicate with others.
Babbling helps babies to feel 
that they are a part of the 
social group.



 Gestures are the movements 
of the limbs or the body, 
which serve as a substitute for 
a supplement to speech.

 It emphasize the meaning of 
spoken words.

 Gestures serves as the purpose 
of communication.

 The use of gestures continues 
even when the babies learn a 
few words.



•Expression of emotions through 
facial and body changes is another 
pre-speech for communication.
•It is a useful form of 
communication even after children 
have learnt to speak.
•Babies have not yet learnt to 
control the expressions of their 
emotions therefore, these 
expressions make it easy to 
understand their feelings. 



 Increase in comprehension .

 Building vocabulary .

 Mastering pronunciation .

 Combining words into 

sentences . 



 The word ‘comprehension’ means 
to understand or to grasp mentally.

 The first step for communication is 
the ability to understand what 
others say.

 BABYHOOD – Tone of voice , facial 
expressions  help him to 
understand the meaning of what is 
being said.

 EARLY CHILDHOOD - Normally 
child is able to understand most of 
what is said .



Babyhood: Each new word the baby learns as a symbol, 
becomes part of his vocabulary. Children generally learn 
two types of vocabulary:  (a) General vocabulary       (b) 
Special vocabulary

Early Childhood: Partly because of direct teaching and 
partly because of the curiosity to know the word-meanings 
the. child’s vocabulary increases rapidly. 

Late Childhood : Throughout late childhood, the child’s  
general vocabulary increases manifold.  However, there are 
marked individual differences at all the ages because the 
range of vocabulary depends not only on intelligence but 
on the opportunities.



 BABYHOOD – Baby can learn to
pronounce words partly by trial and
error process but mainly by imitation
of a model. Because of his
mispronunciation and is generally
called ‘baby talk’.

 EARLY CHILDHOOD – Child’s
pronunciation improves rapidly.
Depending upon the correctness and
the guidance of the model.

 LATE CHILDHOOD – Errors in
pronunciation are not common. A new
word may be incorrectly pronounced.



 BABYHOOD – The first 
sentences used by a baby are 
generally one-word sentences 
consisting of a noun or verb 
accompanied by a gesture.

 EARLY CHILDHOOD-
Formation of sentences follow a 
definite pattern.

 LATE CHILDHOOD - The six-
year old child can command 
nearly every kind of sentence 
structure.



 PHYSICAL HEALTH 

 INTELLIGENCE 

 SOCIO ECONOMIC STATUS

 SEX DIFFERENCE 

 FAMILY RELATIONSHIP 

 OPPORTUNITIES TO SPEAK 

 MOTIVATION & GUIDANCE 

 MULTIPLE BIRTH 

 BILINGUALISM 

 PHYSICAL & MENTAL DEVELOPMENT 



 Physical Health: Healthy children learn to talk 
sooner and have a better language development 
than those who are unhealthy.

 Intelligence: The higher is the level of intelligence 
the better is the language development. The range 
of child’s vocabulary depends upon his 
intelligence.

 Socio-economic status: Children who are born in 
upper socio-economic class families talk sooner, 
talk better and talk more than those from families 
of lower socio-economic status.



 Sex differences: Studies have shown that in 
comparison with the boys, the girls begin to speak 
earlier and they can use longer sentences at an 
early age.

 Family relationships: A healthy, stimulating and 
rewarding environment of the family facilitates 
language development particularly, the 
relationship between the mother and child.

 Opportunities to speak: Opportunities provided to 
learn to speak and develop language are important 
at all stages. 



 Motivation and guidance: The more the children
are stimulated to talk, by talking to them and
encouraging them to respond, the earlier they will
learn to talk and better will be the quality of their
speech.

 Multiple births: Children of multiple births e.g.
twins and triplets are generally delayed in their
speech development because they associate mainly
with one another and learn to understand each
other’s language.



 Billngualism: ‘Billngualism’ means the use of two
language. The child whose parents use a foreign
language at home, faces the problem of
billngualism as he has to use a different language
when he tries to communicate with the outsiders.

 General physical and mental development: In the
early years of life, speech development parallels
motor development. Well developed and well-
adjusted children tend to speak better, both
qualitatively and quantitatively as compared to
those who are poorly developed.


